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Accessing and Navigating Brightspace-Learners 

Recommended Internet Browser 

For the best user experience, Brightspace recommends using the latest version of: 

1. Google Chrome 

2. Safari 

3. Firefox 

4. Microsoft Edge 

 

Login Information 

When your account has been set up in Genius, you will use the same username and 

password to access Brightspace. You can use the following link to access the 

Brightspace without going through Genius. Brightspace Homepage 

Navigating to Your Course 

Note: These instructions describe navigating Brightspace on a desktop or laptop 

computer. The site might look different on a phone or tablet. 

Once you log in, you will see the Nova Scotia Health home page. At the top of the 

home page, you will see the following, except your own initials will appear in the right 

corner when logged in to your account.  

 

 

Use the Course Selector (3 x 3 grid)—this is the quickest way to get to your course(s): 

 

 

Click on your desired course. This will bring you to the course home page. 

https://nshealth.brightspace.com/d2l/home
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Course Content 

To access the course content, click on Content in the navbar at the top: 
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This brings you into your course Content section. The modules are listed on the left 

side: 

 

 

The Content section is laid out like a filing cabinet. When you click on a folder (e.g., a 

module or unit), you get access to the material in the subfolders beneath. In the 

screenshot below, “Basic Training” folder is open, with the 6 submodules listed below 

(with additional course materials in each submodule) and displayed on the right. 

Note: If you open a folder on the left, and you see a blank screen on the right, just 

scroll up to the top to view the Content. 
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When you click on Basic Training Folder, then Profile & Notifications in the left-hand 

column, you will see the course materials listed in the right-hand column (e.g., videos 

and a PDF). 
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When you click on the Brightspace Video- Navigating and Creating Profile, it will open a 

new window and display the video.  

 

 

The same would be true for whichever course material you are accessing e.g., PDF, 

link, video, audio file, or may even link over to another part of the course e.g., quiz, 

discussion board, etc. 

If you open a PDF, such as the Navigation PDF, here is what the display would look like. 
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The coloured circles highlight some additional navigation: 

1. Red circles: To move to the previous or next content item (e.g., PDF, video, etc.), 

click the arrows at the top or bottom of the page. 
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2. Orange circle: The breadcrumb trail shows you the folder structure that each 

content item fits into. You can click on any of the breadcrumbs to navigate back 

through the folders, or to the table of contents. This can help you understand 

where you are within the course. 

3. Blue circle: The course content options at the bottom of the page lets you print or 

download each content item, if applicable. 

4. Purple circle: This option lets you open the current content item in a new window. 

5. Green circle: This option lets you open the current content item with ReadSpeaker 

docReader.  A new content viewer appears with volume and playback controls. More 

information on ReadSpeaker docReader  

 

Additional Navigation Tips for Content 

• While in the Content tool, clicking on the Table of Contents title will always 

close/reset all folders. 

• Clicking on the course title at the top of the screen will bring you to the course 

Home Page. 

• Clicking the home icon (the house in the top left corner) will bring you to the NS 

Health home page. 

 

Go To Genius NavBar Button 

 

On the NavBar there is a Go to Genius button that can be used to return to the Genius 

website. Using this button will require you to enter your log in credentials again.  

 

 

 

For additional tools and how to navigate to, please refer to Brightspace Community. 

https://softchalkcloud.com/lesson/serve/b7cA2Wl5R6oUPQ/html
https://community.d2l.com/brightspace/kb/learners-higher-ed-postsecondary

